Impatiens khasiana Hook.f. (Balsaminaceae) has been rediscovered after a period of 129 years from Meghalaya, in north-eastern India. A detailed description from living specimens, coloured photographs and other relevant information are provided for easy identification. The name I. khasiana Hook.f. is here lectotypified.
Introduction
During a plant exploration tour in July, 2014 in Laitkyrhong, East Khasi hills district, Meghalaya, N. Odyuo and Chaya Deori discovered a small population of a species of Impatiens L. Critical examination and comparison of previously published species (Hooker 1875 (Hooker , 1905 Toppin 1920; Vivekananthan et al. 1997) revealed that it was I. khasiana Hook.f. The species was first collected by J.D. Hooker and T. Thomson in 1850 and then by G. Mann in 1885. Over the past 129 years, the species was considered extinct. The status of the species was treated as unresolved in 'The Plant List' (http://www.theplantlist.org/), because there were no further collections of the species since the second collection. Hooker (1874 Hooker ( , 1905 only provided a short description of this taxon. Therefore, a detailed description from living specimens, coloured illustrations and other relevant information are provided here for easy identification. Perennial succulent herb up to 80 cm high, sparsely branched; stem terete, hispidulous; nodes not swollen. Leaves confined mainly to upper part, alternate; petiole 0.5-3.6 cm long, glandular pubescent; lamina broadly ovate or oblanceolate, 8-11.5 cm long, 3-5 cm wide, pubescent on both sides, green above, pale green beneath, base abruptly cuneate or gradually attenuate, margin crenate, apex acute to acuminate; lateral veins 8-13 pairs. Inflorescence axillary, 1-or 2-flowered; peduncle to 0.6 cm long, pubescent; pedicel 1-2 cm long, pubescent, green; bract at base of pedicel, lanceolate, to 7.5 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, pale green, persistent, pubescent, apex acuminate. Flowers purple, Sepals: lateral sepals 2, slightly obliquely ovate, pubescent, 1 cm long, 0.6 cm wide, green, purplish at base, apex acuminate; lower sepal bucciniform, pinkish with purple streaks inside, mouth inconspicuously beaked, with yellow spot on the ventral side at junction of sepal and spur; spur hooked, white, hairy, to 1.3 cm long, apex purple. Petals: dorsal petal shallowly cuccullate, sub-orbicular, 1.3 cm long, 0.7 cm wide, purple, with midrib dark purple, hairy on the dorsal side, apex slightly beaked; midrib thick with erect white hairs; lateral united petals bilobed, subequal, 2 cm long, purple, basal lobe obovate, 5 mm wide, with apex acute to obtuse; distal lobe dolabriform, apex acute to obtuse, 1.3 cm long, 0.8 cm wide; basal auricle golden, 1 mm long. Stamens 5, slightly upcurved, to 5 mm long; filaments white with purple dots. Ovary green with purple dots. Capsule green, fusiform, to 2.2 cm long, 0.8 cm wide, mature seeds not seen. Conservation status: Not known; however, we regard this species as probably vulnerable since it is known only from one population. Note: Vivekananthan et al. (1997) reported the occurrence of I. khasiana from Arunachal Pradesh, but no authentic specimens could be traced during this study to verify the presence of this species in that area.
Typification:
Hooker (1874) (Fig. 1) , this specimen is chosen as the lectotype. 
